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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

As listed on the accompanying form PTO-1449, the Applicants hereby call the 
examiner's attention to the following information of which they are aware, in respect of 
which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR §1.56. Copies of the 
listed references are enclosed with this Information Disclosure Statement. 

U.S. Patents : 

5,982,708 4,669,068 4,387,318 
Foreign Patent Documents : 
WO 97/01018 A 



This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed under the provisions of 37 
CFR §i.97(b)(3), which provides for the timely filing of an Information Disclosure 
Statement before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. 
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The filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a 
representation that a search has been made, an admission that the information cited is, 
or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information 
exists. Further, the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be 
construed as an admission against interest in any manner. 

Written notification that the enclosed documents have been considered in their 
entirety, by return of a copy of the enclosed form completed by the examiner, is 
respectfully requested. 




Respectfully submitted, 
KONNEKER & SMITH, P.C. 



' Marlin R. Smith 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 38,310 

Dated: /kj , /7, ~Z*Oo) 

660 North Central Expressway 
Suite 230 

Piano, Texas 75074 
(972) 516-0030 

I hereby certify that this correspondence and the documents 
referred to as attached therein are being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service in an envelope as "Express Mail 
Post Office to Addressee" service under 37 CFR 1.10 addressed 
to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C., 20231, 

Mailing Label No. 
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